
 

Probus Australia and Probus UK together  

 

July was a busy month for an Australian Probus and “ProbusGlobal” member Howard Massey 

with invitations to seven Probus events in the UK. The purpose of the trip was in friendship 

with a strong desire to experience how Probus operates in the country where it originated 

and continues to flourish. Acknowledgments and sincere thanks are due to the UK hosts for 

their hospitality. 

 

Thanks to Caterham Probus Club, the original club to carry the name “Probus”. The general 

meeting at Caterham was to connect to the original Probus 

culture and to see how it compared to developments “down 

under”. Bill Broadhead, the Secretary of Caterham was 

instrumental in making this possible.  Bill’s father was a 

friend of Harold Blanchard the founder of Probus. The 

President remarked that not only had I come 17,000 

kilometres from Australia but also drove the M25 to be 

present, that possibly being the greater achievement. 

 

Thanks also to Great Dunmow Probus Club in Essex, to Tim Potter, secretary of the club, and 

to President Colin Maddock. Dunmow is the home of the Dunmow flitch dedicated to happy 

marriages and where my own father lived as small child from about 1902.  

The club reported . . .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Also thanks to Zero 4 in Botley, Hampshire and Malcolm 

(Jim) Watson for generously arranging my visit. Thanks 

too to President Sally Robinson for inviting me to propose 

the toast to Probus, and did so, I hope, with an 

international flavour.  

 

Thankyou also Loughton Probus Club in Essex, to Probus Club Frinton, Walton and District 

both for arranging social lunches.  Also to Shirley (Voluntary International Coordinator) and 

Bryn Roberts for their “at home” hospitality including a great English pub lunch at the Crown 

in Acton. These events were accompanied by discussion about Probus and ideas for continuing 

to nourish the network globally in these changing times.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ProbusGlobal is available across the world. There is no head office, no structure, no officers, 

no fees or funding – just communication.  It is organised by volunteers dedicated to 

extending friendship. Communication is generally by email or through 

the ProbusGlobal.org website. Those that sign up to ProbusGlobal do so with their email 

address and immediately benefit from access to the total directory. The purpose of 

ProbusGlobal can be described as being simply to bring members of Probus together, to 

provide connection, to share best practices across the world.  

 

 

Shirley and Bryn Roberts Frinton and Walton Probus members 

President Sally Robinson and friends 


