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The HP Source – It’s a bottler!

Mary’s Musings

Yet again, it was a pleasure to induct two new members last month. Welcome
Peggy and Pam to our friendly club and enjoy the fun, friendship and
fellowship we have to offer.
I have been thinking about the participation of our members in our activities
and meetings. We seem to have over 80% of our members attending each
meeting. This is not bad, given seniors’ medical issues and the lifting of all
local (and NZ) travel restrictions. (Yes, we’ve begun to travel!) And then, the
active participation of members during the meeting isn’t bad either, what with
six having rostered “jobs” to do, such as chairing the meeting, giving the five
minute talk etc. Then others too, lend a hand by seeing to the AV equipment,
distributing the Watson folders, obtaining volunteers for the roster, gathering
funnies for us, among other things - not to mention the tasks the committee
undertakes. So, obviously the meetings are really well supported. As are the
coffee mornings on the first Sunday of the month.
However, other activities are mostly supported by a core group of about 1525% of members. Of course, not every activity appeals to everyone. Some
don’t enjoy concerts, or seafood, some have other commitments at the time,
while others have difficulty being on their feet for any length of time. Each to
their own. But the activities’ committee works hard trying to organise a variety
of things for us to see and do, to cater for varied interests, and its members
need your support. So please try to join in when you can.
With your help, as we grow our club, we’ll be able to increase the diversity of
outings and activities – less car-pooling and more buses. How do we grow our
club? The best way is by word of mouth. Introduce a friend – did you know the
first visit to a meeting by a prospective member is free - on us? You don’t even
have to shout them; just get them interested and invite them. I’ll address
membership growth another time, particularly in view of what’s revealed in the
news-flash on page 9. In the meantime, bring a retired (or semi-retired) friend
to a meeting, and the younger, the better.
Take care,
Mary W.

One of the earliest known vacuum cleaners was so large that
it had to be hauled from house to house via a horse-drawn
ODD
carriage. Its giant hoses were popped through customers’
SPOT
windows and a gas-powered motor generated the suction that
pulled the dirt and debris into a glass container where onlookers could
gawk at the volume of filth coming from their neighbours' homes.
Activities
JUNE 2021
Sunday 6th Coffee and Chat 10.30 am Pacific Golf Club.
Also ****Opera Queensland – Are you Lonesome Tonight 4.00 pm
at Redlands Performing Arts Complex. Bookings now closed.
Wednesday 9th Coffee and/or lunch 11.30am at Club Southside
June 17th Club meeting 9.30am at Newnham Hotel
Sunday 20th Walking Group. Meet at West End Ferry terminal, cnr.
Orleigh & Hoogley Streets, at 8.00am. Car-pooling available if you do not
have transport. Bring money for morning coffee and don’t forget your hat
& water, etc. Contact Jill on 0432 235 004 if you need a lift or for
further details.
Thursday 24th Tour St Stephen’s Cathedral, 149 Elizabeth Street @ 10.15
for 10.30am tour (1 hour). Walk to Riverside stop on City Loop bus route.
(Runs every 10 minutes.) Alight second stop on Wharf Street and walk to
St John’s Cathedral, 373 Ann Street, Brisbane for walk through Cathedral
and visit to Cathedral Shop if desired. Return to bus stop in Wharf Street
and catch City Loop bus to King George Square. Lunch at Sage on Ann,
140 Ann Street.
JULY 2021
Sunday 4th Coffee & Chat 10.30am at Pacific Golf Club
Tuesday 13th Christmas in July at Secrets on the Lake at 207 Narrows
Road, Montville at 12 noon. Cost for 2 course meal $37.50 per person.
Coffee/Tea and drinks at own cost. Car-pooling. To be paid by June
meeting.
Wednesday 14th CANCELLED! NO monthly coffee/lunch at Club
Southside (because of the lunch the day before).
Thursday 15th Club meeting 9.30am at Newnham Hotel
Sunday 18th Walking group. Location TBA.
Thursday 22nd Morning tea and tour of Ormiston House, 10 am 277
Wellington Street, Ormiston. Cost is $10 per person including morning tea;
run by volunteers. To be paid by July meeting. Contact: Julie
AUGUST 2021
Sunday 1st Coffee & Chat 10.30am Pacific Golf Club
Wednesday 11th Coffee and/or lunch 11.30am at Club Southside
Sunday 15th Walking Group Location TBA

Thursday 19th Club meeting Newnham Hotel – Club’s 13th birthday
celebrations.
Thursday 26th GOMA (Gallery of Modern Art) at Stanley Place, South
Brisbane. 1.5 hour guided tour of the European Masterpieces from the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York. Time TBA.
The public clearly has an appetite for mobility as a
service (MaaS). While autonomous vehicles have
garnered much of the recent media attention on
transport, MaaS is gaining ground. A Google search
now returns more than 400,000 hits on “mobility as
a service”. In part, the motivation is due to
changing demographics and increasing urbanisation which will add to
existing problems of traffic congestion. A more efficient use of existing
private and public transport infrastructure would be a better solution than
more infrastructure. MaaS could shorten commuting times, make
travelling more convenient, help shift commuter trips from peak times to
low demand times (through demand-responsive pricing) and it could
improve air quality by shifting travellers from cars to more sustainable
modes. Apps need to be developed with integrated ticketing and
payment, with all transport options in one place, (from share-a-bike to
Uber) time-tables and fare information as well as reputation/feedback
management.
Apple has developed software which protects its phone users from having
their internet tracked. This has infuriated Facebook which has derived
revenue of US$84 billion in 2020 from advertising. Apple is positioning
itself as “the privacy” company. The two tech giants have very different
business models. Apple’s is the sale of hardware, with a significant
proportion of its income derived from its apps and in-app purchases used
on these devices. Apple’s app revenue was reported at US$64 billion in
2020. With a vested interest in ensuring its customers are loyal and
happy with its devices, Apple is well positioned to deliver privacy without
harming profits. What’s in it for the user? Certainly privacy, but tracking
of users and devices is a valuable tool for advertising optimisation and
users see more relevant adverts that are contextualised for their
interests. Either way, this change won’t be an end to intrusive digital
advertising which, in essence, is the price we pay for “free” access to
many services, but it is a start.
Apologies for meetings: Email or text Bill.
Did you know that Australia has more Probians than any other country,
and that combined with NZ has almost 50% of members worldwide?

This is a quote from an ancient Greek historian Thucydides
460-394BC whose work was the first recorded political and
moral analysis of a nation's war policies. “In a democracy,
someone who fails to get elected to office can always
console himself with the thought that there was something
not quite fair about it”. He also is quoted as saying: “We
secure our friends not by accepting favours but by doing
them”.
Last month, a man in NZ was convicted of rape. The the act itself was
consensual on the condition that a condom was used. The man had
surrupticiously removed the condom without the woman’s knowledge or
consent before intercourse. His sentence was three years and nine
months in prison for what is known as “stealthing”.
Fact: Tasmania has over 50 Probus clubs with just 10 having web sites,
two of which have not been updated since the onset of COVID. Cairns has
just two Probus clubs and neither have a web site. Any “young” Probian
transferring to another part of Australia would think twice before joining a
club without a comprehensive web site. Have you checked our own web
site lately? Do you have any comments or suggestions to make? Use Ida
our suggestion box for constructive comments.
Want a safe holiday off the beaten track? With a thriving
Aboriginal arts culture, fishing lodges, coastal landscapes
with breathtaking sunsets, the Tiwi Islands is a destination
like no other. Most of the 2400+ residents on the two main
inhabited islands are Tiwi Aboriginals, culturally and
linguistically distinct from those of Arnhem Land on the
mainland, just across the water. You can take a cultural and
wildlife tour with them, go fishing with them, share their rich arts and
craft. Stay in a beachfront lodge or go on a day tour from Darwin.
Last month, it was mentioned in the newsletter, what a wonderful job
Probus Canada has done with organising training for clubs in the use of
Zoom. Probus Canada charges clubs $2.50 capitation fee per member.
We pay PSPL $15/member and several clubs have been agitating PSPL to
be more transparent and justify how it derives its fees with hard
numbers, other than flowery words about its services. To date, it has
been unable, or unwilling to do so satisfactorily. Unlike Probus Canada or
our excellent PAQ, both of which are run by Probian volunteers, PSPL is a
public company limited by Guarantee. Therefore, PSPL's primary
objective is to remain solvent, pay off its debts, and not so much to

service the members who pay. We, too, would like to know how our
annual $15 is arrived at and what benefit has replaced the once valuable,
reasonably priced, travel insurance.
India’s humanitarian crisis, because of the
pandemic, affects us all. It may become a
world crisis in short order, not only for health
but also for the economy. Consider this: The
pharmaceutical industry in India is the third
largest in the world in terms of volume and
11th largest in terms of value. It contributes
about 20% of the global exports of generic drugs. India produces 70% of
the world’s vaccines. India provides back-office staff for a huge number
of businesses in the western world: outsourced IT, and jobs in sectors
such as HR and payroll management, digital marketing, search engine
optimisation and artificial intelligence. With its population of 1.4 billion
people, India is the fifth largest economy in the world and makes up a
sixth of the world’s population. Its crisis will have knock-on effects all
over the world.
June Duty Roster
Chair: Estelle 5 min. spot: George
Fellowship: Bev and Rosemary
Door: Dale and Ron
An odd fact about pooches according to research: During calm magnetic
field conditions, dogs show a strong preference for facing either north or
south when relieving themselves, and have an almost complete aversion
for aligning their bodies on an east-west axis. But then, who cares? 
We had a big turn-out (22) again at our coffee morning in May. It was
nice to see Bevan and Judy back with us, for the first time since the
Covid lock-down, and then the second time at the meeting.
Last month, a farmer in the Belgian town of Erquelinnes
caused an international ruckus when he moved a stone
standing in his tractor’s path. He didn’t know that this
stone marked the boundary between Belgium and France.
By moving it 2.29 metres, he expanded Belgium’s territory
and made France smaller. It is assumed he had driven
around it before — the stone was placed on this site in 1819, as part of
the proceedings that established the Franco-Belgian border in 1820, after
Napoleon’s defeat. For the farmer, it stood in the way of his tractor. For
the governments of France and Belgium, it was an active international

border. Only with the arrival of digital mapping did it became normal to
pin-point our location on a map and to be sure where our borders are.
The farmer was asked to put the stone back in its original position. [But
then, who says the rock hadn’t been moved a metre or so before digital
readouts?]
My husband was giving a speech at his parents’ wedding anniversary,
and my phone battery ran out in the middle of recording it. Now I’ll never
hear the end of it.
Many members are hesitant about “imposing” on others to give them lifts
to meetings and outings when they can’t make it on their own. Carpooling is always available and organising a lift is never difficult.
Parody and satire has always been a part of Australian
larrikinism and it plays a key role in political discourse. This
type of humour provides a way to discuss issues and politics
in a way traditional media outlets can’t risk doing. Perhaps
this is because parody, by its very nature, is expected to be
cheeky (and even offensive). It adds to contemporary
Western society’s desire for freedom of speech. Satirist
Jordan Shanks -pictured- (better known on YouTube as friendlyjordies)
was threatened with legal action when he called Clive Palmer a “dense
humpty dumpty”, among other profanities. Currently he is again under
threat by NSW’s Deputy Premier for being offensive. His humour goes
down well with the public. Shanks joined YouTube in 2013 and his videos
have since amassed more than 127 million views. At last count, he had
more than 480,000 subscribers. As a crude comparison, the Australian
government’s official channel had just over 600, while SBS Australia had
about 42,000. (The ABC had many more.) Who knows how the legal
threat will pan out, but, while some online parodies might be absolute
shockers — especially if you’re on the receiving end — they remain a sign
of a healthy democracy.
Reminders: 1. If you know of any member who is ill, or requires some
moral support, please alert our welfare officer Lynne.
2. Also, if your are changing contact details, please notify Bill who is
now our membership officer. If you require a new contact list, ask Bill to
email one to you.
3. Courtesies: Apologise if you can’t come to a meeting; switch off your
mobile at meetings and remember to wear your name tags. (One nearby
club fines members 50 cents if they forget one or more of these
courtesies).

Did you know that since the first flight (post Covid) from Australia to New
Zealand took off from Sydney to Auckland on 19 April, the two-way
Tasman travel arrangement has been in New Zealand’s favour on a ratio
of three to two, according to figures from Statistics New Zealand?
BCPO Shemozzle: This article is supposed to be
about our most recent outing to the concert
perfomed by the Brisbane City Pops Orchestra
(BCPO) but this time, it is more about our
adventures getting there. The concert was up to its
usual enjoyable standard, although over time, it is
getting to have less and less classical content and more frothy, light
entertainment. All enjoyable though. And then, the seven sopranos who
sang some classical pieces, were magnificent. The 14 of us who attended
were of average age of the general audience, many of whom were “put
out” when they found out, two days prior, that the venue for the
performance had changed. Half a page of emailed instructions of how to
get there was distributed, along with some maps. The few, familiar with
UQ, parked nearby. However, most of us chose the option to park at our
usual spot near the University’s Shonell Theatre, and accepted the
opportunity offered, of a shuttle bus service to the interim venue.
Actually, the auditorium in the Advanced Engineering building, turned out
to be beautiful – large, airy, light, comfortable, with lots of light timber
finishes, and importantly, its acoustics was great. The orchestra
performed with a backdrop of a glass wall, looking on to the university’s
superb parklands. The problem was, that the single 11-seat shuttle bus,
taking a turn-around time of 12 minutes, could not handle the 150+
people who opted to use the service. Indeed, after a while, some
decided to walk the 15 minutes of hilly terrain, while others were given a
lift by one or two of the more conscientious BCPO musicians. All of us
Probians, being a wiley lot, arrived really early and manged to get there
on time. Although the concert started 15 minutes late in deference to the
shuttle bus people, patrons were still arriving half an hour after the
cocert started. And what were they thinking during the show, instead of
giving 100% attention to the music? “How long will it take to bus us back
to our cars so we can get home?” While the venue change was
unexpected, shame on BCPO for its lack of organisation, knowing that
most of its audience is well into their senior years.
Australia installed its highest ever number of rooftop solar photovoltaic
systems in 2020 with 283,991 systems installed around the country. This
is an increase of 28 per cent from 2019.

Australia’s higher education system is highly efficient
and among the best in the world. We have many
highly ranked universities and world-class
academics. Higher education is Australia’s fourth
largest export industry. Well, it was. In 2019 it
brought in $9.8 billion and was estimated to be worth
close to $40 billion to the Australian economy. Higher
education raises revenue and it provides industry with a skilled
workforce, and it does highly-regarded research that can drive
technological innovation and help us respond to problems like – just to
pluck a random example – a global pandemic. Yet most universities have
been excluded from JobKeeper. So far more than 17,000 jobs have been
lost in the sector and there has been a $400 million funding reduction,
while everywhere else money is being pumped in. To top it off,
government is not even interested in encouraging international (fee
paying) students to study in Australia, much less on line. Why is this
sector of industry so neglected?
The numbers at our monthly coffee and/or lunch at the Southside Club on
the second Wednesday each month is growing. Why not join in? No need
to book, just rock up at 11.30. The $11 Seniors’ lunch (including
desserts) is quite nice and the company is incomparable.
Did you know that Australia is extraordinarily rich in cultural diversity —
nearly half of us were born overseas or had one or both parents born
overseas? We speak more than 300 languages in our homes, and identify
with more than 300 ancestries.
Thirty-six years of research, as published in The Lancet, has devastated
researchers because it established that early detection of ovarian cancer
doesn’t save lives. The advances we have seen in science and technology
over the past three decades have been nothing short of phenomenal.
Each smartphone has more computational power than NASA had at its
disposal during the moon landings. In medicine, researchers have
sequenced the human genome, created life-saving treatment for HIV and
rapidly developed vaccines for COVID-19. But while treatment for ovarian
cancer has significantly improved, for three out of four women suffering
from it, it is a death sentence. While researchers have not given up, they
believe that the screening tests which they developed and which pick up
the cancer 18-24 months early will need a different approach to a cure.
Is chalant the opposite of nonchalant?

Pictured left are President Mary and two
newly inducted members, Peggy (centre)
and Pam. Peggy liked us from her first
meeting, and Pam has participated in nearly
all activities to date, from the time she met
us. Have fun ladies!
Worth knowing: According to Roy Morgan Research, if every household
spent $10 a week particularly on Australian Made products, it would
inject an extra $5 billion into the economy each year and create up to
11,000 new jobs.
YAY! Just in! The club has been
awarded a grant of $1000, from
Stockland, towards marketing
and growing its membership.
There were several criteria which
had to be met which wasn’t a
problem, but we were worried that all of the awards in the past were for
tangible items such as sporting equipment, computers etc. Our
application was for more intangible spending, such as brochure
distribution and publicity, but we tried anyway. The grant application was
submitted on the basis that we provide fun, friendship and fellowship to
seniors within the community*, thereby helping seniors’ welfare and
assisting in the alleviation of loneliness. There is quite a bit of work ahead
of the committee and also for those members who are willing to
distribute publicity materials. We need to ensure that we meet our
marketing undertakings by the time we have to report back to Stockland
in 2-3 months. *(The community needed to be in the vicinity of a
Stockland asset, such as the Retirement Village across the road from our
meeting place, and where several of our members reside).
"He has all the virtues I dislike and none of the vices I admire."
Winston Churchill
Looking at the microbial DNA in ancient
human poo samples — such as this one found
at a Viking site in Coppergate in England —
can tell us how our gut microbiome has
evolved over time. This poo is around 1,500
years old and DNA analysis was compared with microbial genomes of
modern samples from Western and developing countries. The gut

microbes from the present-day non-industrial population were more
similar to those in the ancient samples than they were to the urban
samples. Some of the things that come with modern living — such as
processed foods, antibiotics, and even cleaner living conditions — can
throw our gut's microbial ecosystem out of whack. Living in cleaner
conditions is a double-edged sword, with many household disinfectants
wiping out both bad and good bacteria. While it's tricky to pinpoint when
our microbiome began to change, the timing of the emergence of chronic
illnesses gave scientists a clue. The incidence of chronic diseases tracks
surprisingly well with industrialisation and the microbiome started
changing as our lifestyle changed. While the fossilised poo contained no
antibiotic-resistant genes, they were present in all modern-day samples
and a significant number of good bacteria have disappeared. Once these
microbes are gone, there's no bringing them back and it doesn’t bode
well for our health.
June Speaker: Our speaker this month is our very own
Richard M. He will speak to us about some of his yachting
experiences around many parts of the world, his hiking
and driving adventures around the US, including his 22
day imprisonment for being an illegal immigrant which he
wasn’t. At one stage he even had to sell blood to survive.
All grist for his travel mill in the 1970s.
The iconic spiky spinifex plant provides
shelter for native species in the heat of
the day and is used for tools, fibre and
food by Indigenous Australians. But the
outback plant grows in mysterious rings,
and scientists have been trying to find
out what causes this strange pattern. New research suggests microbes in
the centre impact the growth of new seedlings and while microbes can do
for plants beneficial happy things, there are some microbes that are not
there with good intentions, and these are impacting on the Spinifex.
Most vaccinated yet huge resurgence of Covid: A week or so ago,
the Seychelles was the most vaccinated country in the world, with well
over 71% of its people having had at least one, but mostly two jabs of
the AstraZenica and China’s Sinopharm vaccines. Despite this, there has
been a large surge in cases, with 37% of new active cases and 20% of
hospital cases of people who had been fully vaccinated. The country has
had to reimpose some restrictions. So how did this happen? Experts
believe that:
 both vaccines used had less than 90% efficacy (50%-65% average)

 the herd immunity threshold had not been reached (estimated to be
62% with 90%+ efficay vaccines)
 some varients of the virus, such as the Indian and South African ones,
easily escape vaccine protection,
 and it could be that there were mass failures of the cold-chain logistics
needed for transport and storage, which rendered the vaccines
ineffective.
To date, countries using 90%+ efficacy vaccines have done well. We
need to learn from this experience, so why are we still using lower
efficacy vaccines?
October is Probus Month. It was established to
coincide with International Seniors’ Day (on the
1st). The club will celebrate it with a “show and
tell” at the meeting, so that we can get to know
the creative talents of our fellow Probians within the club. We’ll be asking
those members who dabble in any fine arts or craft to bring with them
something that they have created, so we can display them. If they wish
to tell us about the item they brought, for a minute or two, they are
welcome to do so. If not, then that will be OK also.
Food waste is a global problem. Here in
Australia, of the 7.3m tonnes of food which is
wasted annually, one third each come from
homes, farms, and from the food industry itself.
China is wanting to safeguard its food supply for
its increasingly urbanised population of 1.4 billion
people and a new law, just introduced, states
that catering providers could charge a disposal fee on customers who
leave excessive amounts of food on their plates. Restauranteurs and café
owners must explain the disposal fee to customers and are required to
remind customers of being frugal with food. Those who are found guilty
will receive a warning and can be fined up to 10,000 yuan ($2,000) for
repeat offences.
A smile from this week’s The
Shovel: A gorgeous new range of
gravestones, engraved with the epithet
‘I’m Waiting For the Pfizer Vaccine’, has
become available for Australians who
have decided the currently-available
vaccines aren’t good enough for them.

2021-22 Committee
President: Mary W
Vice President: Margaret O’D
Immediate Past President: Jill
Secretary: Barbara
Treasurer: Ron
Activities: Jill and Brenda
Membership: Bill
Welfare: Lynne
Speaker organiser: David (not on the
committee)

A Texan takes a call on his mobile while in a bar. He orders drinks for everybody
in the bar and he announces that his wife has just produced a typical Texan baby
boy weighing 25 pounds. Nobody can believe that any new baby can weigh in at
25 pounds, but the man just shrugs, "That's about average up our way,
folks...like I said - my boy's a typical Texan baby boy." Two weeks later the man
returns to the bar. The bartender says, "Say, you're the father of that typical
Texan baby that weighed 25 pounds at birth, aren't you? Everybody's been
making' bets about how big he'd be in two weeks.....so how much does he weigh
now?" The proud father answers, "Seventeen pounds." The bartender is puzzled
and concerned. "What happened? He was 25 pounds the day he was born." The
father takes a slow swig from his drink, wipes his lips on his shirt sleeve, leans
into the bartender and proudly says, "Had him circumcised."

