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We look forward to the April General Meeting to be held on 

Wednesday 24th at the Kiama Bowls Club, as has been the 

club’s habit for many years. Should you be unable to attend 

please tell Russell Fredericks by phoning or emailing  

russfred@iinet.net.au - phone 4232 3598 

 
 From the desk of the President 
 
Gentlemen, 
 
Firstly, may I wish you and your extended families a 
happy and safe Easter. 
 
You can always feel a change in the season as the choir 
dons its winter garb. There are many activities planned 
in the next few months, so dive in and enjoy! 
 
A warm welcome to Rob Ratcliffe as he joins the 
management committee in his role as Membership 
Officer. I hope he enjoys the experience and many 
thanks to Howard for ensuring he has received the basic 
training.  
 
I recently travelled to Victoria and, as you do, bumped 
into a fellow Probian from the Alexandra club. We 
chatted at the IGA checkout and when I mentioned 
where I was from he immediately said, “Is that the club 
with the choir?” How fame spreads. Not sure where he 
found out, but maybe I gave away a few clues with my 
singing in the caravan park showers! 
 
Cheers, Ian Hornsby- President Mk.2! 
 
 
 

Three wise men…. 

On other pages …  

Page 2 Membership Matters / new committee /celebrations 

Page 3 Events & whose Dad ? 

Page 4 Choir and “Friendship” 

Page 5 Caterham the oldest Probus club at 53 years to Kiama Probus 

Page 6 Best lawyer story of the year -  And an invite to your friends to 

join our club. 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 
Brought forward $3596.53 

Income  $2390.07 

Expenditure  $  199.90 

Balance   $ 5786.70 

Effective balance $3726.70 

Geoff Boxsell 

 

mailto:russfred@iinet.net.au


 
 
 
  

Birthday Boys  

6th John Booth 1943 

8th John Fardy 1935 

13th Tom Miller 1940 

14th Garry Funnell 1949 

22nd David Gross 1955 

 
Anniversaries /  Happy Couples 

9th David and Heather Gross 2005 

23rd Harry and Ann Downing 1955 

 

 

 

Rob Ratcliffe – Membership Officer 

The club is pleased to welcome Rob 

Ratcliffe as Membership Officer. Rob 

will be keeping and updating our vital 

membership records including 

significant dates, the issuing of the 

Contact Directory and related 

membership matters. Thankyou Rob! 

Please let Rob know of any updates to 

your details, phone, email , wife etc . . . 

Ian Hornsby 

Membership Matters 
 

 

Your Committee for 2019/20 

 

President  Ian Hornsby   Membership  Rob Ratcliffe 

Vice President  Brian Petschler  Events   Ron Ellis 

Past President  David Russell   Speakers  Stephen Leatheam 

Secretary  Barry Fleming   Welfare  Barry Fleming 

Treasurer  Geoff Boxsell   NewsBulletin  Howard Massey 

Choir Representative Brian Petschler or /and Dick Groom 

Note : Emails and phone numbers of Officers are found in the Members Contact Directory 

 

Bill Cook 25 years a member 

Always there, always ready to  

help and the most cheerful and  

enthusiastic person you could meet. 

Well done Bill…. Ian Hornsby 



 
  

 

Whose 
dad ? 

and who 
is who ? 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Wednesday 24 April Meet and greet after the meeting will be at Amaki Café. An old favourite 

 

Friday 26 April Coffee Crawl – weve been to G for Gerringong, missed H and I and J for 

Jamberoo and now for K and  “Kafé de Wheels” near the Pilot’s Cottage on Blowhole Point.  

As usual 9.30 for walkers and 10.30 for talkers 

 

May 23 – Fleet Air Arm Museum at HMAS Albatross - and lunch, organised by Geoff Cole 

 

July – HARS aircraft museum with Mal Bracken. Date to be advised. 

 

August – Thirlmere railway museum with Terry Dixon and Barry Fleming. Date to be advised. 

     

September - Trivia night at Blue Haven with John and Margaret Porter and Ian Hornsby 

 

October 10th Lunch – at the TAFE cullinary school with David Russell is booked for  

45 members / partners 

 

Ideas for events would be welcomed  – talk to Ron 

 

Captain, Ron Ellis 

 

 

 



  

Choir 
 
 Since the last report the choir has had three appearances, performing at Clelland Lodge 

(North Nowra), Osbourne House (Nowra), both on 5 April and at the Kiama Uniting Church 

Fellowship Group on 12 April. Before the May Probus club meeting we will be performing at six 

locations, our busiest month in this programme.  Our thanks go to choir director Wendy and our 

accompanist for this programme, Bron Evans, for their efforts to help us harmonize! 

 

 John Porter has been busy organizing the Choir’s upcoming trip to Bateman’s Bay on 

8,9,10 May. We will be singing at Marantha Lodge Retirement Village, Batehaven and at IRT 

Sarah Claydon Aged Care at Milton during the trip. John has also organized some fellowship with 

the Batemans Bay Probus Club members at lunch on Thursday, 9 May.  

 

We will also be having a choir concert at our motel that same evening, with Phil Lewis 

organizing the program among our members and partners. It looks like being a great fellowship 

adventure, with options to take a cruise on the Clyde River, visit Mogo Zoo, visit the local 

museum, undertake some retail therapy or just relax. 

 

There may still be some vacancies for Probus members and partners/guests, so contact 

choir secretary Dick Groom for details and costs if you are interested in going. 

 

Since our last report, Max Smith has decided to retire from the choir, but we continue to 

look forward to seeing Max at the monthly Club meetings. Thanks, Max for your work with the 

choir.  

Brian Petschler 
Choir Chair 

 

 
Horror gripped the heart of a World War - I soldier, as he saw his lifelong friend fall in 
battle.  

The soldier asked his Lieutenant if he could go out to bring his fallen comrade. "You can go," said the 
Lieutenant, "but don't think it will be worth it. Your friend is probably dead and you may throw your life 
away”.  

The Lieutenant's words didn't matter, and the soldier went anyway. Miraculously, he managed to reach his 
friend, hoisted him onto his shoulder and brought him back to their company's trench.  

The officer checked the wounded soldier, and then looked kindly at his friend. "I told you it wouldn't be 
worth it," he said. "Your friend is dead and you are mortally wounded." "It was worth it, Sir," said the 
soldier. "What do you mean by worth it?" responded the Lieutenant, "your friend is dead."  

"Yes Sir," the soldier answered," but it was worth it because when I got to him, he was still alive and I had 
the satisfaction of hearing him say.... "Jim... I knew you'd come."  

Many times in life, whether a thing is worth doing or not really depends on how you look at it. Take up all 
your courage and do something your heart tells you to do so that you may not regret not doing it later in 
your life.  

Friendship   - "The spirit of friendship lives in us; let us not allow it to die."  

 

 



 
 
 

The Probus Club of Caterham, Surrey, UK 
 
 
Dear Howard, 
 

I'm the Hon. Secretary of The Probus Club of Caterham and send you greetings from the world's first Probus Club 

which has now just celebrated its 53rd birthday.  

 

At last week's committee meeting we were fascinated to read your recent email. It will be no surprise to you that it rang several 

bells for us. For example, we used to have a limit of 90 members in Caterham and a waiting list which prompted the foundation 

of our sister club, Tandridge Probus. Both clubs now have about 50 and are reasonably stable at that number but there is no 

doubt that retired people are much busier than hitherto, with a wide range of interests, so recruitment is always a challenge.  

 

Our Club, founded by Harold Blanchard in 1966 produced an anniversary booklet to commemorate our 50th anniversary and 

I've attached a copy for your interest. Harold Blanchard was a friend of my father who was an early member of Probus so I have 

both anecdotal accounts of his approach and quite a few of the original documents produced by Blanchard and his colleagues. It 

is quite clear that part of the founding ethos was to "Keep it Simple" and avoid bureaucracy, over-arching or umbrella 

organisations and let each club grow to represent what was right for its particular membership. This is no doubt why the UK 

does not have a national organisation but this doesn't mean that we don't enjoy the fellowship of our sister clubs and do have 

joint events. It does mean, however, that we don't have the competition between organisations of the sort that has emerged 

elsewhere and can become destructive. 

 

It was interesting, too, to see your statistics and the information on the worldwide reach of Probus. You may be interested that 

during our 50th celebrations we had a visit from Probus members in Ireland where, although again there is no umbrella body, 

clubs do collaborate on activities and publications of mutual interest. A bit of "Googling" may be profitable! 

 
All the very best 

 

 

 

Bill Broadhead, Hon. Sec. (and Past Chairman - during anniversary year 2016/17) 

 

Caterham (Men’s) Probus Club claim fame as the first Probus Club to be established.   

The club is a vigorous correspondent and with luck we will make actual contact during 

the UK summer. Anybody travelling to the UK and is interested can make contact with 

one of over a thousand Probus Clubs in the UK. Here is their letter to us. 

A piece of Probus history from 

Caterham Surrey, England 



 

 

Come / join us 
 
Kiama Men’s Probus Club was established over 30 years ago and rolls on with a membership of 70 local men. 
It supports multiple activities including a uniquely successful men’s choir that is well known in the area. The 
club also enjoys golf, snooker / billiards, outings and coffee and meal functions. It’s all about fun, fellowship 
and friendship. We are not a service club, do not raise funds for any purpose, we are non-political and non-
sectarian. 
 
If you are retired or semi-retired and wish you knew more people in the area the join Probus. The club meets 
on the fourth Wednesday of each month at the Bowls Club on Shoalhaven Street at 9.15am for a couple of 
hours and optional lunch 
 
We would always be pleased to see you as a visitor. Phone for enquiries Ian Hornsby on 0438 464 925  

BEST LAWYER STORY OF THE YEAR from Charlotte, North Carolina, USA. 

 

A lawyer purchased a box of very rare and expensive cigars, then insured them against, among other 

things, fire.   Within a month, having smoked his entire stockpile of these great cigars and without yet 

having made even his first premium payment on the policy, the lawyer filed a claim against the 

insurance company.  In his claim, the lawyer stated the cigars were lost "in a series of small 

fires." 

  

The insurance company refused to pay, citing the obvious reason, that the man had consumed the 

cigars in the normal fashion.  The lawyer sued - and won.  Delivering the ruling, the judge agreed with 

the insurance company that the claim was frivolous. The judge stated nevertheless, that the lawyer held 

a policy from the company, which it had warranted that the cigars were insurable and also guaranteed 

that it would insure them against fire, without defining what is considered to be unacceptable fire" and 

was obligated to pay the claim. 

 

Rather than endure lengthy and costly appeal process, the insurance company accepted the ruling and 

paid $15,000 to the lawyer for his loss of the cigars lost in the "fires".   Now, for the best part  . . .  

  

After the lawyer cashed the check, the insurance company had him arrested on 24 counts of 

ARSON!!!  With his own insurance claim and testimony from the previous case being used against him, 

the lawyer was convicted of intentionally burning his insured property and was sentenced to 24 months 

in jail and a $24,000 fine.  This is a true story and was the First Place winner in the recent Criminal 

Lawyers Award Contest! 

Only in America! 

 

Submitted by Gerry Reitsma (not a citizen of the USA and not a smoker) 

 


